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was coupled with a warning that if Yuan-shi-Kai revealed the
nature of the demands to any outside Power the Japanese would
take immediate steps to carry them out and make it much harder
for China. It is stated that Yuan-shi-Kai sat through this whole
ordeal like a sphinx, not the least feeling betraying itself upon his
features. He simply told the Japanese Minister this matter would
have to be considered by the Minister of Foreign Affairs and the
Boatd of Foreign Affairs before any answer could be given. The
Japanese Minister urged the utmost secrecy, but consented to
c&rry out the negotiations through the Minister of Foreign Affairs.

It is now known that no other Foreign Power in Peking was
notified of these original demands ; even the British Minister was
overlooked for some reason. Well, it so happened that after a
few days one of the foreign Press representatives heard what was
going on, and succeeded in securing a copy of the original demands
which had been translated into English. This correspondent
found out that neither the American nor the British Minister had
been notified of these demands in any way. He then had an inter-
view with the Japanese Minister, and hinted that he had secured
information about the affair and knew some of the demands. This
summary the Minister tacitly denied. However, a very full report
of these dealings with the main demands was cabled to the Associated
Press in America and to The Times. Then the matter began to
leak out in the Chinese Press, and the whole country became
inflamed. Not until a week or ten days had elapsed did Japan
(according to reports here) communicate anything to Great Britain
about these negotiations, and then only ten out of the original
Twenty-one Demands were mentioned, with the statement that
Japan simply wanted to take up these " outstanding questions "
with China "in order to preserve the peace of the Far East and
establish more friendly relations with China/' The Japanese
Minister denied having presented the original demands, and, I am
informed from one who should know, attempted to get them back
from Yuan-shi-Kai. In the meantime the Japanese agencies in
England and the United States got to work and created an atmo-
sphere that China was under German influences and was exaggerating
the " demands " of Japan. Then the Chinese Government trans-
mitted to each of the Great Powers the text of the original demands.
The truncated (ten) demands had already been communicated to
them by Japan. This of course has placed the Japanese Govern-
ment in a very difficult position. We are looking with great interest
to see just how she will extricate herself. In the meantime the matter
is being very thoroughly considered by the State Department at
Washington and in London.

I have had the privilege of seeing an English translation of the
original demands, and I can assure you tliat should they be forced